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Recently, some have made the claim that the Prophet, puQj, JiS %i\ Jdj>, permitted Christians 

to perform their prayers in his Masjid, therefore, there is no harm in Muslims attending events 
in which Christians and others perform acts of shirk. And some have gone further and made 
the claim that those who claim Islam but take part in these pagan rituals are excused. 

The event they are referring to is the following: 


Ibn Ishaq stated: 
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"And Muhammad Ibn Ja'far Ibn az-Zubayr told me: 'They came to the Messenger of Allah, 
jlip Si JL i, in AI-MadTnah. So they entered upon him in his Masjid when he prayed Al- 

'Asr." Until he said: "And the time for their Salat came, so they stood in the Masjid of the 
Messenger of Allah, jd^j Sip Si Jdj>, so the Messenger of Allah, jd^j aIIp 4&I JL i, said: 'Leave 

them.' Then they performed their Salat toward the East'" 1 


Those after Ibn Ishaq narrated it by way of him as well, such as Ibn al-Munthir, 2 Ibn JarTr at- 
JabarT 3 and AI-BayhaqT. 4 


There are two issues here; the first relates to the authenticity of this event and the second to 
its relation to the issue at hand. 

As for the authenticity, then it is extremely weak, in fact, Munkar (Denounced). 5 

Ibn Rajab (d. 795 H.) commented on this chain by saying: "This (narration) is disconnected and 
weak. The likes of this are not used for proof." 6 


Ibn KathTr mentioned that another narration of this was collected by Ibn Mardawayh from the 
path of Muhammad Ibn Ishaq on the authority of 'Asim Ibn 'Umar Ibn Qatadah on the 
authority of Mahmud Ibn LabTd on the authority of Rafi' Ibn KhadTj. 7 However, he was not 
clear if it contained the mention of praying in the Masjid or not, and Ibn Mardawayh's book 
is no longer in existence. 


1 “As-SJrah an-Nabawiyyah" by Ibn Hisham 1/574 

2 "Tafsir al-Qur'an" by Ibn al-Munthir 1/109 

3 "Jami' al-Bayan 'An Ta'wTI Ay al-Qur'an" by Ibn JarTr at-TabarT 5/172 

4 " Dala'il an-Nubuwwah" by AI-BayhaqT 5/382 

5 A Munkar narration is when a narrator narrates something that contradicts what those who are more reliable 
narrated, or narrates something no one else did 

6 "Fath al-BarTFTSharh SahTh al-Bukharf' by Ibn Rajab 2/439 

7 "TafsJr al-Qur'an al-'Athlm" by Ibn KathTr 2/51 



In any case, both of these chains are rejected. The first is rejected because the narrator 
Muhammad Ibn Ja'far Ibn az-Zubayr is not from the Sahabah, so it is impossible that he was 
present at this event. On top of this, he only narrates from the Tabiln, so we know that he 
did not hear this from a Companion. In fact, he narrates from the minor Tabi'm, not even the 
major ones. Therefore, we know that there are a number of links missing between him and 
this story. 

This chain, as well as the one Ibn KathTr stated was narrated by Ibn Mardawayh, contain 
Muhammad Ibn Ishaq, about whom the correct opinion is that his Hadlth are accepted as long 
as he does not contradict others or narrate something that is a fundamental on a topic, and 
that he clearly states that he heard it or was told it. These conditions are not present in this 
Hadlth. This story was narrated by AI-BukharT, Muslim and others, with no mention of the 
Salat being performed in the Masjid . 8 

So, the first chain has the defect of Muhammad Ibn Ja'far Ibn az-Zubayr narrating something 
from the lifetime of the Prophet, -fill Jb>, and Muhammad Ibn Ishaq's narration not 

matching what is contained in the authentic narrations. 


The second chain (which is unverifiable) contains the defects of Muhammad Ibn Ishaq 
narrating something that does not match what has come in the authentic narrations, along 
with the fact that we don't have the chain from Ibn Mardawayh to Ibn Ishaq, as Ibn Ishaq died 
in the year 151 H., yet Ibn Mardawayh wasn't even born until 409 H. 


This story was mentioned elsewhere, as Ath-Tha'labi said: 
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"Muhammad Ibn Ishaq informed us from Muhammad Ibn Ja'far (Ibn) az-Zubayr and 
Muhammad Ibn Marwan (informed us) from al-KalbT and 'Abdullah Ibn AbT Ja'far ar-RazT 
(informed us) from his father from Ar-RabT' Ibn Anas." 9 


The first of the three chains he mentioned was discussed earlier. 


As for the second chain; Muhammad Ibn Marwan from al-KalbT: 

Muhammad Ibn Marwan 

He is Muhammad Ibn Marwan Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Isma'Tl, who was known as As-SuddT as-Saglr 


8 "Musannaf Ibn AbJ Shaybah" (#37,018), "Musnad Ahmad" (#23,377), "SahJh al-Bukharf', (#4,380) "SahJh 
Muslim", (#2,420) "Sunan Ibn Majah" (#135), "Jami' at-TirmithT’ (#3,796) and "Sunan an-Nasa'T al-Kubra" 
(#8,142). And a second Hadlth in "Musnad Ahmad” (#3,930) and "Sunan an-Nasa'T al-Kubra" (#8,140) 

9 "Al-Kashfu Wal-Bayan 'An TafsTr al-Qur'an" by Ath-Tha'IabT 3/6 



JarTr Ibn 'Abdil-HamTd ad-Dabbi (d. 188 H.) said: "Kathab (A frequent liar)." 10 


Ibn Numayr (d. 199 H.) said: "Kathab (A frequent liar)." 11 

Yahya Ibn Ma'Tn (d. 233 H.) said: "He is not Thiqah (trustworthy)." 12 

Muhammad Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Numayr (d. 240 H.) said: "He is nothing." 13 

AI-BukharT (d. 256 H.) said: "They were silent in his regard." 14 And he said: "They were silent 
in his regard. His Ahadlth are not to be written whatsoever." 15 

AI-JawzajanT (d. 256 H.) said: "Thahib (Gone)." 16 

Abu Hatim ar-RazT (d. 277 H.) said: "He is Thahib al-Hadith (Gone in regards to Hadlth), Matruk 
al-Hadith (Abandoned in regards to Hadith), his Ahadith are not to be written whatsoever." 

17 


Ya'qub Ibn Sufyan al-Fasawi (d. 277 H.) said: "And he is weak; not reliable." 18 

Salih Ibn Muhammad Jazarah (d. 293 H.) said: "He was weak. And he used to fabricate Ahadlth 
as well." 19 

An-Nasa'T (d. 303 H.) said: " Matruk al-Hadith.” 20 

As-SajT (d. 307 H.) said: "His Ahadlth are not to be written." 21 

Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H.) said: "He was from amongst those who narrated fabricated narrations 
from the established narrators. It is not allowed to write his Hadlth down except for the 
purpose of consideration, nor to use him as proof under any circumstances." 22 

Ibn 'AdT (d. 365 H.) said: "All of what he narrates is not Mahfuth (Preserved), and the weakness 
in his narrations is clear." 23 

Al-KalbT 


10 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dJI" by Ibn AbT Hatim 8/86 

11 "Ad-Du'afa' al-Kabir” by AI-'UqaylT4/136 

12 "Ad-Du'afa' al-Kabir” by AI-'UqaylT4/136, "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dH" by Ibn AbT Hatim 8/86, "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al- 
Khatib al-BagdadT 4/468 

13 "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 4/468 

14 "At-Tarikh al-Kabir" 1/232 and "At-Tarikh al-Awsaf 2/245 both by AI-BukharT 

15 " Ad-Du'afa' as-Sagir" by AI-BukharT pg. 105 

16 “Ahwal ar-RijaI" by AI-JawzajanT pg. 78 

17 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dTI" by Ibn AbT Hatim 8/86 

18 "Tarikh Bagdad" by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 4/468 

19 "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 4/468 

20 “Ad-Du'afa' Wal-Matrukun" by An-Nasa'T pg. 93 

21 "Tahthib at-Tahthib” by Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT 9/437 

22 “Al-Majruhin Minal-Muhaddithin Wad-Du'afa' Wal-MatrOkin” by Ibn Hibban 2/286 

23 "Al-Kamil FiDu'afa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'AdT 7/513 



He is Abun-Nadr Muhammad Ibn as-Sa'ib Ibn Bishr al-KalbT 

Sulayman Ibn Tarkhan (d. 143 H.) said: "There were two liars in Al-Kufah; one of whom was 
Al-KalbT." 24 

Za'idah Ibn Qudamah (d. 161 H.) was asked: "There are three whom you do not narrate from; 
why do you not narrate from them? Ibn AbT Layla, Jabir al-Ju'fi and Al-KalbT." Then when 
speaking about Al-KalbT, he said: "As for Al-KalbT, then I used to go to him to recite Qur'an to 
him. Then one day I heard him saying: 'I became ill once, so I forgot what I had memorized, 
so I went to the family of Muhammad, so they spit in my mouth, then I remembered what I 
had forgotten.' So I said: 'No, by Allah, I will not narrate anything from you ever again.' Then 
I abandoned him." 25 

Yahya Ibn Sa'Td al-Qattan (d. 198 H.) 26 and 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn MahdT (d. 198 H.) 27 
abandoned him. 

Yahya Ibn Ma'Tn said: "He is nothing." 28 

AI-BukharT mentioned him in his book of weak narrators. 29 

AI-JawzajanT said: "Kathab Saqit (Fallen)." 30 

Muslim (d. 261 H.), 31 and An-Nasa'T 32 said: “Matruk (Abandoned)." 

Abu Bakr al-Athram (d. 273 H.) said: "Matruk with the People of Knowledge." 33 
An-Nasa'T 34 and Ad-DaraqutnT (d. 385 H.) 35 said: "Matruk al-Hadlth." 

AI-'UqaylT (d. 322 H.) mentioned him in his book of weak narrators. 36 
Ibn Hibban mentioned him in his book of weak and abandoned narrators. 37 
Ibn 'AdT mentioned him in his book of weak narrators. 38 


24 “Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dTI" by Ibn AbT Hatim 7/270 

25 "TdrJkh Ibn Main - Riwayat ad-DawrT’ 3/280 

26 "At-TarTkh al-KabTr" 1/101, "At-Tarikh al-Awsaf 2/51 and " Ad-Du'afa’ as-SagTr” pg. 101 all by AI-BukharT 

27 "At-TarTkh al-KabTr" 1/101 and "At-Tarikh al-Awsaf 2/51 both by AI-BukharT 

28 "TarTkh Asma' ad-Du'afa' Wal-KathabTn" by Ibn ShahTn pg. 164 
29 " Ad-Du'afa' as-SagTr” pg. 101 all by AI-BukharT 

30 "Ahwal ar-Rijal" by AI-JawzajanT pg. 66 

31 "Al-Kuna Wal-Asma'” by Muslim Ibn al-Hajjaj 2/840 

32 "Ad-Du'afa' Wal-MatrOkOn" by An-Nasa'T pg. 90 

33 "Nasikh al-HadTth I A/a Mansukhuh" by Al-Athram 1/209 

34 "Al-Kamil FT Du'a fa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'AdT 7/277 

35 "Al-Mu'talif Wal-Mukhtalif' by Ad-DaraqutnT 4/222 

36 "Ad-Du'afa' al-KabTr” by AI-'UqaylT4/76 

37 "Al-Majruhm Minal-Muhaddithm Wad-Du'afa' Wal-MatrukTn" by Ibn Hibban 2/253 

38 "Al-Kamil FT Du'a fa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'AdT 7/274 



Ibn ShahTn (d. 385 H.) mentioned him in his book of weak narrators and liars. 39 
So, this chain contains four defects: 

1. Muhammad Ibn Marwan is accused of lying 

2. Al-KalbT is a liar 

3. The disconnect between Al-KalbT and the Messenger of Allah, <iil Jl4>, as he 

died in the year 146 H. 

4. This detail not being mentioned in any of the authentic AhadTth narrated about the 
Christians of Najran 

As for the third chain; 'Abdullah Ibn AbTJa'far ar-RazT from his father from Ar-RabT' Ibn Anas: 

'Abdullah Ibn Abl Ja'far: 

Muhammad Ibn Humayd (d. 248 H.) said: "'Abdullah Ibn AbTJa'far said: "Ammar Ibn Yasir was 
a Fasiq (Evil person).' I (had previously) heard ten thousand AhadTth from him, so I through 
them away." 40 

Abu Zur'ah ar-RazT (d. 264 H.) said: "Saduq (Truthfu)." 41 
Abu Hatim ar-RazT said: "Thiqah Saduq." 42 
As-SajT said: "There is weakness in him." 43 

Ibn Hibban mentioned him in “Ath-Thiqat", then said: "His AhadTth are taken into 
consideration from other than his father." 44 

At-JabaranT (d. 360 H.) said: "This HadTth is not narrated from Huthayfah except with this 
chain; 'Abdullah Ibn AbT Ja'far narrated it on his own." 45 And he said: "No one narrated this 
HadTth from Muhammad Ibn al-Hanafiyyah except Muhammad Ibn Ka'b, nor from 
Muhammad Ibn Ka'b except Musa Ibn 'Ubaydah; 'Abdullah Ibn AbT Ja'far narrated it on his 
own." 46 


39 "Tankh Asma' ad-Du'afa' Wal-Kathabin" by Ibn Shahin pg. 164 

40 "Al-Kamil FT Du fa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'AdT 5/362 

41 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dTI" by Ibn AbT Hatim 5/127 

42 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dTI" by Ibn AbT Hatim 5/127 

43 "TahthTb at-TahthTb" by Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT 5/177, "Ikmal TahthTb al-Kamal FT Asma' ar-Rijal" by 'Ala' ad- 
DTn Mugaltay 7/290 

44 "Ath-Thiqat" by Ibn Hibban 8/335 

45 "Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat" by At-TabaranT 7/270 

46 "Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat" by At-TabaranT 7/270 



After mentioning a number of Munkor narrations from him, Ibn 'AdT said: "And 'Abdullah Ibn 
AbT Ja'far has Ahadlth other than what I mentioned, from his father and from others. And 
some of his Ahadlth he is not followed in." 47 

Ath-ThahabT said (d. 748 H.): "This is a Munkor Hadith; only 'Abdullah narrated it." 48 And he 
said: "He was declared reliable (i.e. by Ibn Hibban), and there is something in him." 49 

Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT (d. 852 H.) said: “Saduq who makes mistakes." 50 

As is evident from what the Scholars of Hadith have said and how they judged some of his 
Ahadlth, he was a truthful person, however, there was weakness in his narrations. Therefore, 
if he is the only one to narrate something from a Shaykh, it is not acceptable. And Ibn Hibban, 
as mentioned earlier, went as far as to declare that the only Ahadlth that should be taken into 
consideration are those from other than his father. So here, this narration of his from his 
father wouldn't even be taken into consideration. 

Abu Ja'far ar-RazT is 'Isa Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn Mahan 

The words of the Scholars of Hadith can be divided into five levels in his regard: 

The first: 

Muhammad Ibn Sa'd (d. 230 H.) said: "And he was Thiqah." 51 
Yahya Ibn Ma'Tn said: “Thiqah." 52 

'AIT Ibn al-Madlnl (d. 234 H.) said: "Abu Ja'far ar-RazT was Thiqah according to us." 53 
Muhammad Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn 'Ammar al-MawsilT (d. 242 H.): “Thiqah." 54 
The second: 

Yahya Ibn Ma'Tn said: “Laysa Bihi Ba's (He is okay)." 55 

Ibn 'AdT said: "And Abu Ja'far has upright, proper Ahadlth which he narrated. The people 
narrated from him and the vast majority of his Ahadlth are upright and I have hope there is 
no problem with him." 56 


47 "Al-Kamil Fi Du'afa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'Adi 5/363 

48 "Mlzan al-l'tidal FI Naqd ar-Rijal" by Ath-ThahabT 2/404 

49 "Al-Kashif FIMa'rifat Man Lahu Riwayah Fil-Kutub as-Sittah” by Ath-ThahabT 1/543 

50 "Taqrib at-Tahthlb" by Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT pg. 298 
51 " At-fabaqat al-Kubra” by Muhammad Ibn Sa'd 7/380 

52 "Tarikh Ibn Main - Riwayat Ibn Mihraz" 2/90 and "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dH" by Ibn AbT Hatim 6/281 

53 "Su'alat Ibn AblShaybah Li-lbn al-Madlni" pg. 122 and "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 12/461 

54 "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 12/461 

55 "Min Kalam AblZakariyya Yahya Ibn Main Fir-Rijal" pg. 50 

56 "Al-Kamil FI Du'afa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'AdT 6/449-450 



The third: 


Yahya Ibn Main said: " Salih (Adequate)." 57 And: "Thiqah, and he makes mistakes in what he 
narrates from MugTrah." 58 

'AIT Ibn al-Madlnl(d. 234 H.) said: "He is like Musa Ibn 'Ubaydah. And he mixed things up when 
narrating from MugTrah and his likes." 59 

Ahmad Ibn Hanbal said: " Salih al-Hadlth (Adequate with regards to Hadlth)." 60 
And Abu Hatim ar-RazT said: " Thiqah Saduq Salih al-Hadith." 61 
The fourth: 

Ahmad Ibn Hanbal said: "He is not strong in Hadlth." 62 And: "Mudtarib al-Hadlth (Shaky in 
regards to Hadlth)." 63 

'Amr Ibn 'AIT al-Fallas (d. 249 H.) said: "And he is from the truthful people, (but) he had a bad 
memory." 64 

Abu Zur'ah said: "A Shaykh who makes many mistakes." 65 

'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Yusuf Ibn Khirash (d. 283 H.) said: "He had a bad memory (but) Saduq." 
ee 


An-Nasa'T said: "He is not strong." 67 
As-SajT said: " Saduq (but) not accurate." 68 
The fifth: 

Ibn Hibban said: "He was from amongst those who narrated Munkar narrations on his own 
from well-known narrators. Using his narrations as proof does not please me, except when 
he conforms to (what was narrated by) the Thiqat (Trustworthy narrators). And it is not 


57 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dTI” by Ibn AbT Hatim 6/281 

58 "Tarikh Ibn Main - Riwayat ad-DawrT’ 4/358 

59 "Tarikh Bagdad" by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 12/461 

60 "Tarikh Bagdad” 11/146 by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT and "Tahthib al-Kamal FT Asma' ar-Rijal” by AI-MizzT 33/194 

61 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dH" by Ibn AbT Hatim 6/281 

62 "Al-'llal Wa Ma'rifat ar-Rijal Li-Ahmad - Riwayat Ibnihi 'Abdillah" 3/133 and "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dH" by Ibn AbT 
Hatim 6/281 

63 "Al-Abatil Wal-Manakir" by AI-JawraqanT 1/204 

64 "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 12/461, "Tahthib al-Kamal Fi Asma' ar-Rijal" by AI-MizzT 33/195, 
"Tanqih at-Tahqiq" by Ibn 'Abdil-HadT 2/445 and "Tahthib at-Tahthib" by Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT 12/57 

65 "Su'dlat al-Bartha7' 2/443 

66 "Tarikh Bagdad” by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 12/461, "Tahthib al-Kamal Fi Asma' ar-Rijal” by AI-MizzT 33/195 

67 "Al-Mujtaba Min as-Sunan" 3/258 

68 "Tarikh Bagdad" by Al-Khatib al-BagdadT 12/461, "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhatjiab" by An-NawawT 12/112 and 
"Tahthib al-Kamal Fi Asma' ar-Rijal" by AI-MizzT 33/195 



allowed to take his narrations into consideration except in that which he has not contradicted 
the established narrators." 69 

As is evident from the discussion about this narrator, he was a truthful person, however, he 
had a bad memory. Due to this, he made many mistakes in general, even more so when 
narrating from MugTrah and the likes. 

Lastly, Ar-RabT' Ibn Anas was a Tabi'i, so he would not have been present at this event. 

So this narration contains four defects: 

1. The Tafarrud (Individual narration) of 'Abdullah Ibn AbT Ja'far 

2. The weakness of Abu Ja'far ar-RazT 

3. The disconnect between Ar-RabT' Ibn Anas and the Prophet, jJLij aIIp 3il 

4. This detail not being mentioned in any of the authentic AhadTth narrated about the 
Christians of Najran 

On top of all of the clarified weaknesses, the fact that this detail is not in any book of Hadlth 
whatsoever, is proof enough that it is not authentic. In fact, there is no mention of the 
Christians even being in the Masjid in any book of Hadlth. 

So, as is evident, the weakness of this Hadlth precludes it from being a proof for anything. 

As for how this event relates to the issue at hand: 

Using this incident is a false/invalid Qiyas (Deductive Analogy), even according to those who 
accept Qiyas 

The Muslims were visited in a position of power while those who take part in these 
types of actions are in positions of weakness. Therefore, they have no real ability to 
stop anything that happens which they disagree with. 

The Muslims were being visited and were informing the visitors about Islam, while 
those who take part in these types of actions are not passing on information about 
Islam. In actuality, the mere fact that these people took part in these acts shows they 
were, in reality, hiding TawhTd; the very basis of Islam. 

The Muslims were allowing something to take place while those who take part in these 
acts are actually performing the act itself. This would necessitate that, when the 
Messenger of Allah, j Si Jui, took Jizyah from kuffar, this is proof that a Muslim 

is allowed to worship other than Allah. 


69 “Al-Majruhm Minal-Muhaddithm Wad-Du'afa' Wal-Matrukm” by Ibn Hibban 2/120 



kuffar entering a place of TawhJd that is free from any shirk is not comparable to 
Muslims entering a place devoid of any TawhJd and surrounded by elements of shirk 
for any form of Qiyas to take place. 

And Allah Knows Best. 

Abu Talut Haytham Al SayfaddTn 



